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Biodegradable stents are technically 
feasible and safe in Whipple Procedures.1

Biodegradation of the new biliary and 
pancreatic stents is reliable and in line 
with expected time.2

In 50 patients there was an encouragingly 
low rate of other pancreas-specifi c 
complications with the use of ARCHIMEDES 
in high-risk patients.3

Outcomes were very encouraging with 
NO POPFs or stent related complications 
as well as the ability to discharge all 
patients 7 day post-surgery.1

Biodegradable stents can eliminate the 
complications associated with current 
plastic internal stents such as perforation, 
occlusions and retained stents.1,4

Costs associated with Grade B2 
(9.9% Incidence), B3 (10.2% Incidence) 
and C (4.9% Incidence). POPF can be as 
costly as £75,000 per patient.5

Using biodegradable a lower rate of POPF, 
PPH and major complications was found 
when a stent was used. Trans-anastomonic 
Stenting could be considered in all cases 
but especially in high-risk anastomosis. 
This may provide economic benefi ts to 
HPB settings globally.6
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Limitation Statement:
The information compiled in the Clinical Evolution of the data related to the biodegradable technology has some possible limitations, as it was not 
an exhaustive search but one that details key early investigator-led studies, that confi rmed fi ndings represented by the company and its CE approval 
related to the attributes of the stent. The fi ndings of the studies, individually or collectively, may need additional evaluation in the form of more 
rigorous analysis and further future studies around economics, as well as multi-centre randomized studies to further evaluate the biodegradable 
technology against the limitations of the current standard of care for plastic and metal implants that require a 2nd surgery for removal.

Items to include: We suggest that you divide your limitations section into three steps: (1) identify the study limitations; (2) explain how they impact 
your study in detail; and (3) propose a direction for future studies and present alternatives.

This document will look to add more clinical data and information, as biodegradable products are further studied and utilized. Whilst there are limitations 
to the information, we look to build more randomized clinical data to further show increased patient care, healthcare cost savings, sustainability 
benefi ts as well as hospital resources and waiting list improvements.
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